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The story of Swan Lake is based on German folklore
Princess Odette has been turned into a swan by the evil Rothbart and she
can only become human again if a man swears true love for her. In ballet, as
in life, things don’t always go according to plan, and the prince who does so
is soon tricked into falling in love with Odile, Rothbart’s daughter, who is
disguised as Odette. In most productions, the same dancer takes both roles.
The ballet was first performed in Moscow in 1877
But it wasn’t well received. Its composer, Tchaikovsky, died before it could
be restaged successfully in 1895 in St Petersburg, with changes to the
previously unpopular choreography and music. The first British full version
came in 1934, when ballerina Alicia Markova, who went on to co-found
English National Ballet, danced Odette/Odile. 
The standard Swan Lake has only 20 to 30 swans
It is the unique spectacle of 60 to 70 swans on stage in the ENB production
that so dazzles the eye. That many tutus take up a lot of room, so the
dancers move to a large film studio to rehearse. 
The best known part of Swan Lake comes in the ‘Black Act’
Swan Lake has two ‘White Acts’ with Odette by the lake, and one show-off
Black Act, situated in the palace ballroom, which is where Odile, the ‘Black
Swan’, dances the famous 32 fouettés, which are fast, whipped turns, en
pointe and on the spot. It’s like being on a roundabout and having to get off
at exactly the right time, standing perfectly still and facing the audience.    
Dancing Odette/Odile is the ultimate ballerina challenge 
Although it was choreographed more than 100 years ago, Swan Lake tests
the best dancers of today. Will the principal ballerina overlay the difficult
steps with the romanticism of Odette and the virtuosity of Odile, all on the
same night? It’s the duality of the role – Odette is cool and controlled; Odile
crackles with electricity – that demands experience and stamina.  
The feathers on the tutus are from chickens, not swans!
At ENB, the so-called ‘coque’ feathers come from the tail of a white cockerel
for Odette and the corps, and from a bronze cockerel for Odile. These are a
dark ‘oil slick’ colour with a green, iridescent sheen. Since the 2003 outbreak
of bird flu, the feathers have, at times, been in short supply as birds in
affected areas are destroyed and imports banned.  
It’s not always twirls and tutus 
Matthew Bourne’s all-male corps was first seen in 1995, wearing feathered
trousers. In the Guangzhou Acrobatic Troupe of China, which has
performed worldwide, Odette stands on her partner’s head, en pointe and
unsupported. The first 3D Swan Lake was filmed in 2009 with dancers from
English National Ballet.
Swan Lake will run at the Royal Albert Hall from 9-19 June. Box office:
royalalberthall.com. Read Cheryl’s ballet blog at elise-wwwwords.blogspot.com 
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All holidays ATOL protected – Established 18 years

£499

3 nights BB Tourist District Istanbul
combined with 7 nights HB
beach hotel North Cyprus

020 7637 7338
*prices from selected Stansted departures. Min 2 share subject to avail / bkg cond

Two Centre Holidays
combine magical Istanbul with unspoilt Northern Cyprus

7 nights BB 5+ Deluxe

7 nights HB 5+ Beach Hotel

Our holidays are tailor-made, so why not an add extra day(s)

from £14.99 per day bed and breakfast per person
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Combine the Magic of Istanbul 

complimented with the tranquillity of 

Northern Cyprus - a unique way of 

experiencing the best of both worlds. 

Istanbul’s exciting blend of modern and 

ancient, eastern and western, opulent 

ottoman palaces in Sultanahmet, inspiring 

boat trips along the Bosphorus and ancient 

bazaars – might well leave you breathless.
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A Unique 10 Night Holiday
Be Inspired - Explore - Relax


