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Welcome… 
Hi there and welcome to 
this very special part of the 
magazine, just for subscribers. 
In this issue, subscriber of 
the month Cheryl Angear 
talks about how she began 
photographing ballet dancers 
and her plans for world 
domination! (If you want to 
feature here, email me at  
geoff.harris@futurenet.com.) 

Meanwhile, in our bonus 
Photoshop tutorial for 
subscribers, George Cairns 
explains how to replace 
overcast skies quickly and 
simply. This is a great way to 
polish up your landscape shots 
without having to make any 
fiddly selections – and you can 
get pretty creative too! 

Finally, don’t forget to 
check out our great offers for 
subscribers at our online store!
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 SubSCrIber of the month 

Cheryl Angear
Subscriber Cheryl keeps things simple. When she needed quick 
shots for her ballet website, she started taking them herself

how did you get into 
photography originally?
I’m a journalist in a visual field 
(classical ballet), and I spend a 
lot of time in the theatre 
reviewing performances. In 
my mind I’m always taking 
pictures. I also run my Ballet 
News website (www.balletnews.
co.uk), where I need a lot of 
accurate images – and I need 
them quickly.

What kit do you currently use?
What’s important for me is 
speed and quality, so I have a 
Canon 7D body, and when I’m 
in the theatre I use the Canon 
70-200mm f/2.8L IS II USM 
lens on a Giottos tripod. I don’t 
use flash because it can be 
dangerous for the dancers. 

What do you like to photograph, 
and whose work inspires you?
Ballet, because I find the 
technical challenges of taking 
a great picture in tricky 
circumstances immensely 
rewarding. In photography, like 
ballet, the goal is perfection – 
but it’s rarely attained. You never 
stop learning. Ballet dancers are 
the most self-critical people on 
Earth, so I always know if I’ve 
nailed it! I’m inspired by 
dancer-turned-photographer 
Johan Persson’s work. Every day 
I read a wide variety of material 

and look for accompanying 
images that inspire me.

how much do you process your 
images after taking them?
As little as possible! I shoot in 
JPEG for speed, so I have to get 
the settings right in-camera. 
I use Photoshop for cropping 
and watermarking.

What are your future plans?
I’m working on developing the 
photography side of my business 
in tandem with my ongoing 
website. I encourage dancers 
to raise their public profile by 
commissioning photo shoots, 
and I’ve done a few now. I love 
capturing moments in time, so 
expansion into photojournalism 
also beckons.

bottom “Boston Ballet was on tour in 
London: this was at the press call”

below “Prisca Bertoni is a ballet star 
of the future who asked me to 
photograph her ahead of graduation”
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C loudy skies can add mood and 
drama to a shot – but when 
shooting landscapes, you may end 

up with blown-out skies that lack detail. 
If you shoot in raw format, you may be 
able to claw back missing highlights, but 
with JPEGs you may be stuck with an 
over-exposed sky. Fortunately, you can 
use Photoshop to replace a bland or 
over-exposed sky with something more 

exciting. You could select the sky in our 
start image using the Magic Wand tool 
– but with those  delicate tree branches, 
it might take a while to add all of the sky 
to the selection. Even after you’d 
selected and deleted the sky, there would 
still be fringes of white clinging to the 
fiddly branches. Here we’ll show you an 
effective technique to replace a duff sky 
while preserving the branches.

WhAt You’LL neeD Photoshop Elements 10 or above • It onLY tAKeS 10 minutes

In this bonus tutorial, learn how to quickly replace 
a bland sky without making fiddly selections

rEPlACE ovErCAST SkIES
SteP bY SteP      

Blend the sky

3In the options bar, set the 
Gradient tool’s Mode to 

Normal, then set its opacity to 
100%. Click on the linear Gradient 
option. Click on the white layer 
mask. Press D to simultaneously 
set the foreground colour to white 
and the background colour to 
black. Now draw a line from the 
top of the tree to its base.

Reposition the sky

2Next, select the Move tool 
from the Tools panel. use this 

to drag the sky layer upwards until 
the clouds in the image are near 
the top of the frame. Choose 
layer>layer Mask>reveal All. Now 
grab the Gradient tool. Click on the 
Gradient Editor and choose the 
default Foreground to background 
gradient from the options.

Warm it up

5Now let’s add a little more 
sunset warmth to the image. 

First, choose layer>New 
Adjustment layer>Photo Filter. 
Click ok. Choose Warming Filter 
(lbA) from the drop-down menu. 
Push the Density slider up to 35%. 
This helps you to unify the 
landscape’s original colours 
with the sunset effect.

Add the sky

1 Download sky_replace_
before01.jpg and sky_replace_

before02.jpg via http://bit.ly/ 
12XNBvO. open sky_replace_
before02.jpg first. Choose 
Select>All and then Edit>Copy. 
Go to sky_replace_before01.jpg. 
Choose Edit>Paste to add the sky 
as a new layer. Set this new layer’s 
blending mode to Multiply.

Create a reflection

4 Press Ctrl/Cmd+J to make 
a duplicate of the sky layer 

you were working with. Go to 
Image>rotate>Flip layer vertical. 
Grab the Move tool and drag the 
flipped reflection layer downwards 
so that the clouds are visible in the 
water. For a more subtle reflection 
effect, reduce layer 1 copy’s 
opacity setting to 67%.

Tweak contrast

6 To adjust the contrast, go 
to layer>New Adjustment 

layer>levels. Click ok. Drag the 
black input levels slider to 19 for 
darker shadows. Drag the white 
input level slider to 241 to produce 
brighter highlights. Drag the grey 
slider to 1.18 to lift out midtone 
detail. Turn this layer on and off to 
compare the contrast adjustment.
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ExCluSIvE 
SubSCrIber offer

Did you know that 
subscribers to Digital 
Camera magazine can  

get a whopping 20% discount  
on a range of photography- 
related goodies? All you have  
to do is visit our website at  
www.myfavouritemagazines.
co.uk/dcamshop. If you don’t 
have access to the web, you can 
call on 0844 848 2852 (uk) or 
(+44) (0) 1604 251 045 (overseas) 
and quote your subscriber 
number. Take a look at the site 
now and you’ll see details of a full 
range of books and DvDs related 
to all aspects of digital 
photography. From landscapes 
and portraits to general camera 
skills, you’re bound to find 
something to inspire you. Digital 
Camera subscribers can also get 
a 20% discount on a slipcase for 
storing copies of the magazine.

Go online 
& save biG!
Get 20% off DiGital 
Camera GooDies!
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